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Vision Quest Vancouver Program

April 27, 2019, 8:00 am – 2:00 pm

8:00 – 9:00 am - Registration opens, exhibitor demonstrations and free continental breakfast

9:00 am - Welcome & Volunteer Awards

Doug Earle, President & CEO, The Foundation Fighting Blindness

9:10 am - Age-Related Vision Loss: Emerging Treatments and Your Best Vision Care  

Dr. Andrew Merkur, MD, FRSCS, Assistant Professor in the Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, University of British Columbia. 
Dr. Merkur is a practicing ophthalmologist and retinal specialist at West Coast Retina Consultants. He will speak about age-related eye diseases such as age-related macular degeneration (AMD), which affects over 10 million people in North America and is the leading cause of vision loss in people over the age of 50. 
9:30 am - Your Gut Influences the Development of Blinding Eye Diseases 

Dr. Przemslaw (Mike) Sapieha, Associate Professor in the departments of Ophthalmology and Biochemistry, University of Montreal, and FFB-funded scientist. 
Dr. Sapieha will discuss his internationally renowned research about the role that bacteria in your intestines may play in determining if you will develop wet age-related macular degeneration (AMD). Wet AMD is the more severe form of age-related macular degeneration, and can case significant loss of sight.
9:55 – 10:25 am – Restoring Vision with Stem Cells 

Dr. David Gamm, MD, PhD, Associate Professor of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, University of Wisconsin-Madison, and FFB-funded scientist.
Dr. David Gamm, pediatric ophthalmologist and stem-cell expert, will talk about his transformative work that aims to restore vision with stem cells. He will provide an overview of the field of stem cell therapy and discuss his latest research. 

10:25 – Introducing the National Young Leaders Program 

10:30 am – BREAK
11:00 am – Emerging Sight-Saving Drug Therapies (panel discussion)

Scientists, clinicians, and industry experts will showcase key translational research efforts that are underway in Canada and around the globe to develop new sight-saving drugs. New clinical trial opportunities for Canadians will be introduced.

Panelists: 

· Ruanne Vent-Schmidt, PhD candidate, University of British Columbia

· Dr. Hester van Diepen, Project Lead QR-421a (Usher syndrome program), ProQR

· Dr. Orson Moritz, Associate Professor, Department of Ophthalmology and Visual Sciences, University of British Columbia
· Dr. Shurjeel Choudhri, Senior Vice President and Head, Medical & Scientific Affairs, Bayer
12:00 – 1:00 – LUNCH and EXHIBITORS
1:00 – 2:00 pm – The Era of Gene Therapy (panel discussion)

Experts from around the world will introduce the new era of gene therapy and discuss what it means for the future of blinding eye diseases and for Canadian patients. 

Panelists: 

· Dr. Catherine Tsilfidis, Senior Scientist, Ottawa Hospital Research Institute 

· Dr. Jane Green, OC, ONL, BSc, MSc, PhD, CCMG (hon), FCAHS, Honorary Research Professor, Discipline of Genetics, Faculty of Medicine, Memorial University  

· Dr. Kali Stasi, MD, PhD, Director Translational Medicine Ophthalmology, Novartis Institutes for BioMedical Research

· Dr. Jean-Yves Deslandes, Chief Medical Officer, Horama

· Jack McCormick, past co-chair FFB National Young Leaders Program
2:00 – Closing remarks
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