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NATIONAL YOUNG LEADERS SUMMIT (VANCOUVER): PROGRAM

April 27 and 28, 2019 | Blue Horizon Hotel | 1225 Robson Street, Vancouver, BC V6E 1C3
Co-Chairs: Samantha Moore and Patrick Losier
Background

Launched in 2015 by the Foundation Fighting Blindness, the National Young Leaders Program provides mentorship and resources to young people aged 17-30 affected by vision loss, empowering them for their careers and to become leaders in their communities. In-person Summits are the Program’s premier events, an opportunity for youth across Canada with vision impairments to meet face-to-face to build relationships, experience mentorship, establish networks, and develop leadership skills. The event’s programming is directed by members of the Young Leaders community who take the role of chair or co-chairs, with support provided by staff at the Foundation Fighting Blindness.

Primary Objective

The overarching objective of the Summits is to enable attendees to become Young Leaders, individuals who stive for excellence and can mentor others and bring knowledge and resources back to their communities. Young people living with vision impairments are underserved in Canada, often left on their own to face the same challenges as those who are fully sighted; the community established by the network of Young Leaders—a community that will grow as they influence and mentor others—is intended to fill this gap. 

2019 Vancouver Summit
The theme for the Summit in Vancouver is #SeeMeAs, a hashtag with multiple meanings; on one level, it signals the importance for young people to position, promote, and brand themselves within a complex digital landscape for the careers they want. It also highlights an issue that is crucial in the lives of young people with vision loss: how to communicate or display one’s visual impairment, and how or when to challenge the stigmas and misconceptions that are tied to blindness. Programming in 2019 is designed to help attendees navigate the complexities of branding and transparency related to vision loss, and to cultivate networks and skills that will lead to success in a paradigm dominated by social media and online marketing. Insights gained during the Summit will be summarized by participants in a post-event survey; attendees are also asked to offer mentorship to 2 additional youth within a 4-month period, and to contribute to the development of an online Hub that will collect stories and resources emerging from the Summit. 

Summary of Deliverables

1. Complete a post-event survey within two weeks of it being made available

2. Identify and offer mentorship or insights to 2 young people within a 4-month period  

3. Contribute to the development of an online Hub (details TBD) 

Learning Objectives and Outcomes

(Items are also associated with units on the agenda, which are detailed in a section below)

1. Increased awareness of challenges and opportunities in Canada’s job market, including strategies to address challenges

2. Improved aptitude with resume and portfolio development

3. Improved aptitude with navigating online networks and social media in relation to careers

4. Creation of relationships and connections with peers and mentors

5. Development of leadership skills 


AGENDA: National Young Leaders Summit, Vancouver
Blue Horizon Hotel | 1225 Robson Street, Vancouver, BC V6E 1C3
Saturday, April 27
3:00PM – 3:30PM: REGISTRATION
· Register and settle in 
3:30PM – 4:00PM: WELCOME FROM THE FFB
· Speaker: Doug Earle | President and CEO, the Foundaiton Fighting Blindness
· Meet new and returning participants
· Meet FFB staff and learn about the organization
4:00PM – 5:00PM: CO-CHAIR INTRODUCTIONS AND ICEBREAKING 

· Speakers: Sam Moore and Patrick Losier

· Meet this year’s co-chairs 
· Establishment of safe, open environment through icebreaking activities 

5:00PM – 6:00PM: DINNER and REFRESHMENTS 
6:00PM – 7:00PM: YOUNG LEADERS CO-CHAIR PANEL
· Speakers: Shaini Saravanamutua, Jack McCormick, Sam Moore, Patrick Losier
· Learn about past and current co-chairs of the the National Young Leaders Program
· Hear their stories, including job experiences, career aspirations, and how they’ve tackled vision loss in their personal and professional lives 

7:00PM – 8:00PM: PRESENTATION: VISUAL EMPOWERMENT and POSITIVITY
· Speaker: Shawn Marsolais | Executive Director, Blind Beginnings 
· Open discussion of the personal impact of vision loss and blindness, and ideas for how to stay positive and feel empowered 
Sunday, April 28
9:00AM – 10:00AM: BREAKFAST and OPENING COMMENTS 

· Speaker: Chad Andrews | Research Manager, the Foundation Fighting Blindness

· Introductions and outline of the Summit’s theme: #SeeMeAs
10:00AM – 12:00PM: WORKSHOPS
· Workshop 1: Branding, Social Media, and Transparency 
· Workshop leaders: Caley Novakov and Ralph Tsang | RBC Future Launch
· Workshop 2: Acting, Television, and In the Dark 
· Workshop leader: Perry Mattfeld, Actor 

12:00PM – 1:00PM: LUNCH 

1:00PM – 3:00PM: #SeeMeAs: HOW TO THINK BIG and BE YOURSELF IN THE DIGITAL AGE
· Speaker: Craig Faris | CNIB, Assistive Technology Intern

· “Practical Application for Assistive Technology in Education and Employment” 

· Keynote Speaker: Donovan Tildesley | Paralympic swimmer, Limitless Vision speaker, Insurance Broker
· “STEP OUT…THINK BIG!”

3:00PM: WRAP-UP and CLOSING COMMENTS
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